The ideas are the heart of the rnessdge, the content of the piece, the main
theme, together with the details that enrich and develop that theme.

Organization:
Organization is the internal structure of a piece of writing, the thread of
central meaning, the logical and sometime intriguing pattern of the ideas.

Voice:
The voice is the heart and soul, the magic, the will, along with the feeling and
conviction of the individual writer coming through the words.

Word Choice:
Word choice is the use of rich, colorful, precise language that moves and
enlightens the reader.

Fluency:
Sentence Fluency is the rhythm and flow of the language, the sound of work
patterns, the way in which the writing plays to the ear ~ not just the eye.

.Conventions:
Conventions are the mechanical correctness of the piece - spelling, grammar
and usage, paragraphing, use of capitals, and punctuation.

+1 Presentation:
Presentation zooms in on the form and layout of %
the piece should be pleasing to the eye.



Ideas and Content

1

" _ScOre. o o Crlteria .' u
] e The main ideas of the paper are clear. What .
5 ~ the writer is trying to say is |mmediately

obvious.

‘o The writer seems to have an ‘in-depth

understanding of or insight about the topic,

o message, characters, and soon,
.o The paper: contains many mteresting or

. unusual details

. The reader can Identify the main ldea B
* » The writer has some knowledge of the topic;

1" . moreinformation would enrich the paper. -, .
(Target for | * The writing includes some. interesting or -
| = Avg.at “unusual details'— enough to make the reader
 Grader) wish for more: More details are necessary to
SR expand the main message ' .
S| e The main |dea or story is hard to determme 1k
L © -The main point is unclear., b
1 . o The writer does not seem to know mUCh about

thIS\tODIC and writes mainly to fill space.

-- Details are sketchy or absent T he paper

- fsnmpiy does not say much
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Orgamzation

_Score | - Criterra | -
B .. The wrrter always stays focused on the main
B point. . -~
S The organlzational pattern correctly matches '-
the topic, purpose and audience.
| e Theleadis appealmg, and the conclusron
Co works well - T
| -_'The writer may: meander brleﬂy, but not
: o ehough to distract or confuse the reader.
| 3 | e The orgamzational pattern works most of the
(Targetfor | time. : 1
_Avg. 4™ | The lead and conclusmn are present one or |
' Grader) - more need revision o
- - The writer wanders from the maln pomt
, “enough to make the piece confusing. - |
1 ‘No identifiable structure or pattern exists. The

ﬂ . writing-is. impossible to follow.
. The lead and the conclusion are missmg or
 need a lot of work - |
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Sentence Fluency

Score Criteria

‘o The writing is smooth, natural, and easy to

5 read.

¢ Many sentences begin differently; There is
variation in sentence structure and length.

» Dialogue, if used, sounds natural and

@ ‘ conversational.
T o The plece is a pleasure to read aloud.

» The writing is easy to read in most places.
There may be a few choppy sentences.

3 - Some sentences begin differently; some are
(Target for long and some are short.
_ Avg. 4% o Dialogue, if used, sounds reasonably natural,
Grader) though a little stiff in spots.
.o With some rehearsal, their plece can be read
aloud.

¢ The writing is often difficult to follow. Choppy
sentences, run-ons, or other problems require

i continual rereading.

e Many sentences begin the same.way.

» Dialogue, if used, is hard to follow.

o The piece is very difficult to read aloud,
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